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in highly D gan ability to and

learning basic classroom language and linking

sounds to actions and

respond verbally in interactions with others based on

their of the context

Emerging competence in basic oral

expression

Oral competence includes emerging ability to respond verbally in
with others

"Showing little or no knowledge of written English; taking first steps
to engage with written and digital texts in English”

Can understand single words or
short phrases in familiar contexts
(e.g. classroom, playground)

Can understand everyday expressions aimed at meeting
simple needs of a concrete type, delivered directly to
them in clear and deliberate speech by a sympathetic

speaker

Can produce single words or short
phrases and express simple
greetings

Can answer yes/no questions

(e.g. ‘Are you hungry?’) and ‘choice’
questions (‘Do you want chicken or
pasta?’)

Can make use of their cultural and own first language experiences to
try to make sense of words in digital and print forms (i.e. doesn’t
understand but may distinguish between words and numbers or

symbols or text types — a story from a book or an advertisement from a
website)

Can follow simple instructions and
identify objects, images, figures
and people from oral statements or
understand simple questions with
contextual support (e.g. ‘Which one
isarock?’)

Canrespond to simply phrased
factual questions (e.g. ‘Which things
use water?’)

Can express concrete meanings
and references during simple,
routine, familiar tasks (e.g. ‘is blue’,
‘is circle’, ‘this ball’)

Can produce simple, joined-up
utterances on known, familiar
content, or on topics related to
personal opinions and experiences

Can follow written text conventions (e.g. left to right movement in
English, continuity of text from top to bottom of page)

Can copy/repeat some words
and/or phrases with teacher/peer
modelling in curriculum activities

Can attend for short periods to
simple stories and songs with
visual scaffolds

Can respond to questions which
are visually-supported (e.g. visual
timetable, word mat, instruction
visuals) with one or two words, ina
classroom context

Can respond simply to a question
relating to animmediate task,
while the grammar is basic and
may contain errors (e.g. omission
of verb inflection, e.g. ‘He say she
like Maths’)

Can understand that written text
and visuals have content, meaning
and organisation (e.g. front and
back covers of a book)

Can follow and join in routine
classroom activities willingly
(e.g. ‘pay attention’, ‘form a circle’)

Can follow day-to-day social
communication in English

Canidentify and name some school
and everyday objects (e.g. ‘table’,
‘pencil’)

Can repeat basic facts or
statements previously learnt

(e.g. reciting days of the week, or
answering a question like ‘How
many sides does a square have?’)

Can distinguish and understand different forms of meaning
representation (e.g. letters, words, visual images, symbols and
graphics)

Can show comprehension through
action and gesture rather than
words

Can follow narrative accounts with
visual support

Can make simple statements when
prompted and supported by prior
rehearsal (e.g. ‘Boy has bike’)

Can deal with most day-to-day
routines and common situations
and task-related language, where
there is contextual support

Can recognise names, including own name, and labels of objects and
spaces in the classroom and other familiar parts of the school (e.g.
school office)

Can understand a basic, limited
range of vocabulary in everyday
talk in the classroom (e.g. ‘quiet’,
‘put up your hand’)

Can follow instructions where the
context is obvious and recognise
familiar words in spoken texts

Can use some common adjectives
(e.g. ‘big’, “fast’, ‘good’)

Is beginning to use forms (mostly
first [I] and third [he/she/it/they]
person present tense) of the verbs
‘have’, ‘be’, ‘do’, ‘come’, ‘go’ and
‘make’, although not always
accurately (e.g. ‘| going play’)

Can match pictures and other
visuals with taught/rehearsed
words

Can understand simple
instructions and curriculum
content-related expressions if
delivered in clear, slow and
repeated speech by a sympathetic
speaker

Can respond to simply phrased
factual questions about lesson
content (e.g. ‘Is the leaflet about
animals or shops?’)

Can ask simple questions about
own work (e.g. ‘Miss, is this right?’)

Can give a short retelling of a story
or sequence, perhaps fragmented,
relying on objects and images, but
will still have difficulty with basic
pr it like ‘to’, ‘of’ and ‘in’

Can make sense of familiar words
in books, on signs and posters in
school and in frequently visited
digital environments

Can begin to use limited awareness
of grammar to make sense of talk
by teachers and peers (e.g. ‘went’
for past time)

Can attend actively to the
conversations of other English
speakers on familiar classroom
topics (e.g. preference of colours,
shapes of objects)

Can make basic needs known to
others (e.g. ‘| not understand’),
usually in non-standard
grammatical form

Attempts to follow and use simple
modelled expressions in a smallgroup
activity (e.g. ‘You go first’)

Can recognise and use graphemephoneme
correspondence to

decipher the meaning of some

words in a taught/rehearsed text

Can sort pictures or objects
according to oral instructions

Can use contextual clues to gain
meaning from curriculum-related
spoken language (e.g. make use of
awater cycle diagram/visual to
help make sense of topic-related
talk)

Can communicate some lesson
content in longer, more correct
utterances, supported by scaffolding
from the teacher and prior practice
(e.g. speaking to a visual framework,
copying a model/answer patterns,
e.g. ‘Itsatree’, ‘It's aflower’)

Is beginning to meet the speech
demands of group activities and
class interactions without support
for EAL (particularly when adults
and role model pupils speak clearly
and at a slow(er) pace)

Can follow and make use of
familiar words to extract basic
meaning from a familiar text

Can engage in face-to-face
interactions, responding to key
words and phrases (e.g. responds
to everyday greetings such as ‘How
are you today?’)

Can understand familiar, simple
and repetitive spoken English
supported by the immediate
context, including simple
instructions relying on key words
and context (e.g. ‘Come to the mat’)

Can pronounce comprehensibly
and attempt to approximate
English stress and intonation

Is beginning to participate
independently in class discussions
on familiar social and academic
topics

Can choose books or other reading
materials to join in learning
activities, especially when guided




